Distributional Notes on the Theclinae
of Arkansas
H. A. Freeman
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During the past 24 years I have collected rather thoroughly
over the state of Arkansas, and found 12 species of hairstreaks in four genera represented there. Their local habits
show that they are most likely indigenous. All of the present
is first-hand, except that on Incisalia irus
information
(Godart), which was furnished by Mr. Paul McHenry of El
Dorado, Ark.
My classification follows, in part, that of J. McDunnough's
"Check List of the Lepidoptera of Canada and the United
States of America." The numbers correspond only with the
species found in Arkansas.
1. Atlides halesus (Cramer)
The only two specimens of halesus (Cramer) that I have
seen from Arkansas belonged to the typical subspecies and
not corcorani normal form estesi Clench, which is abundant
in Texas. Apparently Arkansas is the western extension of
the Florida subspecies, and Texas is the eastern extension
of the California subspecies. One of the Arkansas specimens,
a female, was collected by Paul McHenry just north of Conway during the last of September, 1929; and I collected a
male near the same locality ( one mile north of the Hendrix
College campus) in September, 1933. Both individuals were
somewhat worn, indicating that they had been on the wing
for several days.
2. Strymon cecrops (Fabricius)
This beautiful little hairstreak occurs rather commonly
over the State. During July it appears to reach its climax
of abundance around Conway and the Arkansas River in
the greater Little Rock area. Individuals taken in the fall
have more of the bluish overscaling on the upper surface of
the wings than do the early summer brood.
3. Strymon m-album (Bdv. & LeC.)
Although never common I have collected this species in
several sections of the state. At Mount Sequoyah ( one mile
east of Fayetteville) I found (1931) several specimens.
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They were taken on the eastern slope of the mountain during July and August. Near Fort Roots (North Little Rock)
this species was found in a wooded ravine during July and
August. On a hill which runs east and west one mile north
of Conway, m-album (Bdv. & LeC.) was collected on several
occasions by Dr. Irving McClurkin, Paul McHenry and
myself. I found one specimen at Hope Hill Farm, Faulkner
Co., during August, 1933. I have found that this species is
associated more often with various species of Quercus than
with flowers.
4. Strymon melinus (Huebner)
Typical melinus (Huebner) is found commonly all over
Arkansas. It is one of the first butterflies to appear in the
spring and one of the last to be found in the fall.
5. Strymon ontario (Edwards)
This rather rare species has been found commonly at
times in restricted habitats in Arkansas. During May, 1933
I found a large colony in a small clearing, surrounded by
two or three species of Quercus, on Hope Hill Farm, Faulkner Co. The males were flying rapidly around the trees at
the sides of the clearing, usually just out of net range, and
the females were resting on the oaks. Since that year I have
found only two worn females in that same spot (June 16,
1942). In May, 1931 (while collecting just east of Prescott
with Dr. Irving McClurkin) we found a large colony in an
oak woods. On May 31, 1950 I collected eleven males in an
oak woods just east of the house (Hope Hill Farm, Faulkner
Co.); and on June 1, 1950 ten males and one female were
collected in the same spot. The Arkansas specimens are
characterized by having the primaries on the upper surface
usually devoid of brown areas. Some of the specimens, however, intergrade between ontario of the north and autolycus
(Edwards) of Oklahoma and Texas. Autolycus is the subspecies that is characterized by the large amount of reddishbrown overscaling on the wings above.
6. Strymon titus (Fabricius)
Typical titus (Fabr.), characterized by having a fairly
dark ground color on the lower surface of the wings, lacks
the white which surrounds the spots on the lower surface
of the wings in southern examples. It is confined in its range
to the northeastern part of the United States.
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6a. Strymon titus mopsus (Huebner)
This subspecies is characterized by having a light ground
color on the lower surf ace of the wings, and the spots on
that surface are circled with white. This is the subspecies
that occupies the southern part of the United States. In
Arkansas it is common over most of the central part of the
state during the summer months. At Hope Hill Farm, Faulkner County, it is common during June-August.
7. Strymon edwardsii (Saund.)
This species, rather evenly distributed over the State, is
never common. I have found that its period of flight in
central Arkansas is chiefly during May.
8. Strymon falacer (Godart)
Common over the state during May and early June. In the
vicinity of Conway it can be found all over several species
of Quercus. Like some of the other oak feeders, it seems to
prefer sunning itself on the leaves of oaks and hickory than
feeding on flowers.
9. Strymon liparops (Bdv. & LeC.)
Typical liparops (Bdv. & LeC.) from Geor.gia is characterized by the brownish overscaling on the upper surface of
the primaries. This butterfly is very rare; only two or three
individuals have been taken by collectors.
9a. Strymon liparops strigosa (Harr.)
This subspecies lacks the brownish overscaling on the
upper surface of the primaries and is of an even grayishbrown coloration. It occurs from Kansas and Arkansas east
and north to the New England states. In Arkansas this
species is very local; it will appear one year in a restricted
habitat and then not appear again for several years. I took
my first two specimens of this little hairstreak in Arkansas
in the Park Hill section of North Little Rock in June, 1930.
On Hope Hill Farm, Faulkner Co., I found two males (June
10, 1933), one female (July 7, 1942), and two males and
twenty-one females (June 23 to July 4, 1944). Since 1944 I
have not collected any specimens.
10. Mitoura damon (Cramer)
This species occurs rather abundantly in the central part
of the state. I have collected it at Hope Hill Farm, Faulkner
Co., during June-August; Conway, during August; Fayette-
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ville, July; North Little Rock, August; Prescott, May;
Ozone, September, and Hot Springs, June. It seems to like
to rest on Sabina virginiana L. (red cedar) rather than to
feed on flowers.
11. Incisalia irus (Godart)
The only individual of this species that I have seen from
Arkansas was a male collected by Paul McHenry about a
mile north of Conway, in late March, 1929. Austin Clark 2
illustrates a specimen from Arkansas in his monograph,
"Butterflies of the District of Columbia and Vicinity." More
collecting during March and early April in northern Arkansas will probably result in the finding of this species more
abundantly.
12. Incisalia niphon (Huebner)
I took a female (in March, 1933) about a mile north of
Conway. This is my only specimen from Arkansas. I found
this individual sitting on a stunted oak tree on a low hill.
No other species of hairstreaks were in evidence there on
that day.

Increase of Poison-Bitterweed
(Hymenoxys odorata)
on Texas Range Lands
V. L. Cory 1
This paper, as read before the Texas Academy of Science,
was titled "Increase of Native Weedy Forbs on Texas Range
Lands." The reason for the change of title here is that, from
a range standpoint, not all forbs are weeds and not all weeds
are forbs. Forbs are herbaceous plants that are not grasses
or grass-li1ce plants. Some of the forbs are toxic to livestock
or so unpalatable to them they feed upon them only when
excessively hungry or starving. In reality some of these
range forbs are forage plants and some are not.
"Weeds" on the farm is not synonymous with "weeds" on
the range; and if one does not make this distinction, he
causes confusion. On the range, there are times when the
grasses are not green and succulent while some of the forbs
are. At such times, when the palatable forbs are in sufficient
'Bull. 157 U.S. Nat. Mus., 1932.
Botanist, Southern Methodist University
Herbarium,
DaJ:as. Cf. V. L. Cory,
of Plant Species from the Range in Texas," (FIELD & LAIIORATORY,
XVII, 99-115, 1949.)
1 Field

"The Disappearance

